
SHOWROOMS OPEN DAILY • 10am- 9pm Mon. thru Sat.,  10am-6pm Sun.

Now, 2 Great Furniture Showrooms
Downtown in the Honolulu Design Center and at Pearlridge Center Uptown 

Open daily at 10am. Free & easy parking. 

If you are on a neighbor island just call us toll free at: 1 888.553.5522 

Or visit us online:  I NSP I RAT ION I N T E R I O R S .C O M

PEARLRIDGE CENTER UPTOWN 98-1005 MOANALUA ROAD •  T: 484-0245

HONOLULU DESIGN CENTER 1250 KAPIOLANI BLVD.  •  T: 956-1260

ÔSporty SpiceÕ is expecting
LONDON >> Singer Melanie Chisholm

says she is expecting a baby, which will
make her the last of the former Spice
Girls to become a mother.

The 34-year-old singer known as “Sporty
Spice” in the British pop group announced the
news yesterday on her Web site. She is often referred to as
“Mel C.”

She says the baby’s father is Thomas Starr, her partner
for six years.

Among the other Spice Girls, Victoria Beckham has three
sons, Melanie “Mel B” Brown has two daughters, Geri Hal-

liwell has one daughter and Emma Bunton has a son.
ASSOCIATED PRESS / MORE PEOPLE, D7

Callies hits Broadway
Wood Craft: Columnist Ben

Wood, below, reports that Lau-
rie Callies of ProjectFocus
Hawaii has returned from New
York where she saw
Loretta Ables perform
in “South Pacific.” >> D7

Editorial: Lowering
the legal drinking age
would worsen the
problem of binge drink-
ing by college students.
>> A11

COLUMNISTS PEOPLE

Subscriptions >> 529-4848
Classifieds >> 524-STAR
Newsroom >> 529-4747

88° / 76°
Partly sunny. >> A4

BEACH CONDITIONS

www.hawaiibeachsafety.org 

University of Hawaii offi-
cials are preparing a budget
for the next two years that
asks the state for $277 million
to fix aging buildings. The
amount is about 150 percent
more than the $112 million re-
quested during the last bien-
nium budget request in 2006.

University administrators
are trying to attack an esti-
mated $351 million backlog of
repair projects. The backlog
is projected to increase by
about $60 million this year.
CRAIG GIMA / PAGE A6

UH seeking
repair fundsWhen 12-year-old Pikai Winchester steps up to

the plate for the national Little League champi-
onship today, his first thought will be his brother.

Paliku Winchester was diagnosed with pre-B cell
lymphoma after his fifth birthday in February
when a lump behind his left ear was determined to
be cancerous. Since then, Paliku has been under-
going chemotherapy at Kapiolani Medical Center
for Women & Children.

At Paliku’s grandparents’ home in Kapolei home
yesterday, grandmother Eve Duque said, “Every
time Pikai hits a home run, it’s for his brother.”

“He looks up to Pikai, not realizing that he’s
Pikai’s hero,” Duque said.
ROSEMARIE BERNARDO / PAGE A6
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Little Leaguer sees little brother as hero
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END IN SIGHT IN IRAQ: American and Iraqi officials
are nearing agreement on U.S. troop withdrawals,
signaling the beginning of the end of a war that has
killed more than 4,100 Americans and cost U.S.
taxpayers upward of $500 billion. Here, an Iraqi
army soldier examined the lease documents of a
woman yesterday in the Baiyaa neighborhood of
western Baghdad. >> A7

Group plans to go back to court
An anti-rail group says it will ask a judge to reduce the
number of signatures required to get a petition initative
on the November ballot. >> A3
EVICTIONS? Homeless might be forced out of Kapiolani
Park under a bill passed by the City Council. >> A3

Billabong purchases DaKine
DaKine Hawaii Inc., a board-sports accessory company
founded in Hawaii and now headquartered in Oregon,
has been acquired by Australian surf-wear giant
Billabong International Ltd. The $100 million deal, which
could increase Billabong’s sales by about 4 percent next
year, is expected to close in October. >> B1

Clay coming home to Hawaii
Fresh off his gold medal win in the
decathlon, Bryan Clay returns to Hawaii
this Friday to celebrate his victory at
the Beijing Olympics. The Castle High
graduate will receive proclamations
from Gov. Linda Lingle and Honolulu
Mayor Mufi Hanneman. >> C2

Rev up your engine
Filling your body with proper nutrients is key to
performance over life’s long haul. Doing that means
taking stock of nutrition needs that vary over different
stages of life. >> D1

MORNING DIGEST
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Alan Inaba worked his last day yesterday at Lex Brodie’s Tire,
Brake and Wheel Co. after about 70 years of work in the tire
business. Here, Inaba, left, poses with a good customer, Artie
Wilson. Wilson said Inaba helped him out when he came to
Hawaii as a young man and has been like a father figure to him.

Gas was about 10 cents a gal-
lon and a new car cost around
$763 when Alan Inaba started
his career in the tire business
back in 1938.

Yesterday, after 70 years in
the industry, Inaba “officially re-
tired” from his job as a senior
salesman at Lex Brodie’s Tire,
Brake and Wheel Co. He had re-
tired once before in 1994 when
he closed his Tire Recap shop
on Oahu, but quickly came out
of retirement to join the staff at
Lex Brodie’s. A couple years

ago, Inaba suffered a stroke and
scaled back to half-days.

Inaba, who will celebrate his
82nd birthday Wednesday, has
been loath to leave his cus-
tomers. He has worked out a
deal with Lex Brodie’s that will
allow him to continue to help
those customers who insist on
his personal attention. Some of
them have known him since he
was a 12-year-old boy washing
and painting tires in his father’s
shop on Oahu.
ALLISON SCHAEFERS / PAGE A6

Longtime tire man relents
and becomes a retired man

Plan would preserve Pacific isles
The Bush administration has drawn up plans that could
make three of the world’s most pristine island chains —
the Northern Mariana Islands, the Line Islands in the
Central Pacific and American Samoa — off-limits to
commercial fishing and mineral exploration. >> A7
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Democratic Sen. Joe Biden of Delaware is Sen. Barack Obama’s pick as vice presidential 
running mate, the Associated Press reported today. Here, Obama, D-Ill., left, laughs with Biden
before the start of a presidential forum hosted by the AFL-CIO at Soldier Field in Chicago.

WASHINGTON >> Barack
Obama named Sen. Joe Biden of
Delaware as his vice presidential
running mate early today, bal-
ancing his ticket with a seasoned
congressional veteran well
versed in foreign policy and de-
fense issues.

The Illinois senator announced
the pick on his Web site with a
photo of the two men and an ap-
peal for donations. A text mes-
sage went out shortly afterward
that said, “Barack has chosen
Senator Joe Biden to be our VP
nominee.”

Biden, 65, has twice sought the
White House and is a Catholic
with blue-collar roots, a gener-
ally liberal voting record and a
reputation as a long-winded ora-
tor. He has served more than 30
years in the Senate, with a repu-
tation for foreign policy exper-
tise.

Obama’s campaign arranged a
debut for the newly minted ticket
today in Springfield, Ill.
NEWS SERVICES / PAGE A8

>> The presumptive nominee
picks a seasoned politician
ready to attack. A8

Paliku Winchester, 5,
who has lymphoma,
smiled at his grand-
mother Eve Duque
yesterday.
MIKE BURLEY /

MBURLEY@STARBULLETIN.COM

Obama taps
Biden for VP
The Delaware Democrat is a D.C. insider with foreign policy skills

WATCH WAIPIO’S WONDER KIDS
>> Waipio vs. Lake Charles, La., on KITV-4
today beginning at 9 a.m.
>> Friends and family of the team can gather at
the Mililani Golf Course Restaurant, 95-176
Kuahelani Ave. Doors open at 9 a.m. For more
information, call the restaurant at 625-2256.


